AIR PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY
_. 0 g-line over the top of the fuselage, with the line of sight
parallel to the axis of the big camera. The pilot would then
steer his machine on the desired alignment. Meanwhile the
observer would place himself on die floor of his cockpit,
with his head through the open head trap, seize one of the big
double-dark slides firmly with both hands and fit it to the
camera, set the shutter, and, by means of a string, one end of
which was attached to the pilot's wrist, signal by a sharp jerk
that he was ready to release the shutter. The pilot would then
steer with his sights in line with the object. At the precise
instant, when this occurred, he would jerk the string in the
converse direction and the observer would release the shutter
and take the photograph.
The process appears somewhat crude, but the scheme had to
be improvised on the spot after arrival at Purnea, in fact, after
the principal flight over Mount Everest had been made. The
reason for this was that during the limited time the aeroplane
was available for flight in England before packing, we had to
concentrate on the acceptance tests which might not be inter-
fered with, least of all by the fitting of a large camera outside
the handsome fiiselage, the pride of its designer. Even at Purnea
itself, the camera could not be fitted till die last moment, on
account of its great weight and air resistance making it im-
pr^cticable to carry on the very high altitude flights. Even
were it possible to carry the weight and put up with the "drag,"
we could not have taken so bulky a camera without its freezing
up, an excessive amount of current being required to keep it
reasonably warm.
For this reason, then, the flights made for infra-red photo-
graphy had to be subsidiary and could not be initiated, nor the
machines even prepared for them, until the main flights were
completed. It meant several hours of hard work to fit the big
infra-red camera, and unship it after it had been fitted and care-
fully aligned. This prohibited the aircraft being equipped with
the camera until we knew it would definitely not be required
for a flight over Everest
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